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Colleen Muriel (M.A. —~ music, B. Music, FRSM, FTCL, ARCT) is a Canadian composer
living in London, England. The first two concerts of Colleen’s compositions were given in
1997 and 1998 in Vancouver, Canada. Since then her music has been performed and recorded
in Canada, the USA, UK, Western Europe, Bulgaria, Australia, Asia (including Vietnam and
Japan), and Brazil.

Her music has been featured on a number of radio stations and also been performed at
The 15th London New Wind Festival; Sonic Boom (Vancouver Pro Musica); Women
Composers Festival of Hartford, USA; Diamond Jubilee Concert (in honour of Queen
Elizabeth's 50 year reign - London); and Music Fest Aberystwyth, Wales.

In addition her music is included in the Contemporary Showcase Syllabus of the Alliance for
Canadian New Music Projects (ACNMP) and the Compendium Musicae Flauta (the first
international catalogue of flute music by women composers).

She has written and/or arranged well over 600 pieces of music for various instruments and
ensembles ranging in style from simple folk melodies to the avant-garde. These works
include chamber music (instrumental), a chamber opgra, orchestra and choir music, string
quartets, solo music for piano, flute, singers as well as hymn tunes.

She has published (El Flauto Records) a large number of sheet music books and CDs, all
containing original compositions and/or arrangements.



A Little Bit About The Music

Christmas Music - New Music for Traditional Carols is a book of traditional sacred
Christmas Carols with new very singable melodies composed by Colleen Muriel.

Some of the melodies were first presented at a concert in 1997 (Vancouver, Canada) and
since then have been sung by various church congretations (mostly in greater London, UXK.)
In addition they are often used as solos during the Yuletide Season. While Shepherds
Watched Their Flocks By Night was included in a Harmonic Generation Concert
December 8, 2018 at First Baptist Church, Ottawa, Canada; and in 2018 and 2019 all the
music in this book was featured at Christmas Carol Workshops in 2018 and 2019 in the U.K.

The music in this book is approachable and fun to sing.

So Enjoy.

It is my great pleasure to dedicate this book to David lan Foster for his immense kindness and
friendship over many years.
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GOOD KING WENCESLAS

(version 1)

Music : Colleen Muriel
Words by J.M.Neale

Bring me pine - logs hither;

Thou and I will see him dine,

When we bear them thither. "
Page and monarch forth they went,
Forth they went together;

Through the rude wind's wild lamen,
And the bitter weather.

Where the snow lay dinted;

Heat was in the very sod

Which the saint had printed.
Therefore, Christian men, be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,

Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourself find blessing.
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GOOD KING WENCESLAS

(version 2)

music: Colleen Muriel

words by J.M. Neale
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When a poor man came in sight, gath'-ring win - ter fu - el

2. "Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
Bring me pine - logs hither;
Thou and I will see him dine;
When we bear them thither."
Page and monarch forth they went,
Forth they went together;
Through the rude wind's wild lament,
And the bitter weather.
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3. In his master's steps he trod,
Where the snow lay dinted;
Heat was in the very sod
Which the saint had printed.
Therefore, Christian men, be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourself find blessing.



Good King Wenceslas

(version 1) words: J. M. Neale
slow and thoughtful, hymn-like music: Colleen Muriel
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Good King Wenceslas

(version 1)

words: J. M. Neale
music: Colleen Muriel
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1. Good King Wenceslas looked out
On the Feast of Stephen.
When the snow lay round about,
Deep and crisp and even.
Brightly shone the moon that night,
Though the frost was cruel,
When a poor man came in sight,
Gath'ring winter fuel.

2. "Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
Bring me pine - logs hither;
Thou and I will see him dine;
When we bear them thither."
Page and monarch forth they went,
Forth they went together;
Through the rude wind's wild lament,
And the bitter weather.

3. In his master's steps he trod,
Where the snow lay dinted;
Heat was in the very sod
Which the saint had printed.
Therefore, Christian men, be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourself find blessing.
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Good King Wenceslas

Energized version :
words: J. M. Neale

Versio ! . .
( n 2) music: Colleen Muriel

with energy
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2 of 2 Good King Wenceslas

Energized version
words: J. M. Neale

(version 2) music: Colleen Muriel

verses 1 - 2
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1. Good King Wenceslas looked out 2. "Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
On the Feast of Stephen. Bring me pine - logs hither;
When the snow lay round about, Thou and I will see him dine;
Deep and crisp and even. When we bear them thither."
Brightly shone the moon that night, Page and monarch forth they went,
Though the frost was cruel, Forth they went together;
When a poor man came in sight, Through the rude wind's wild lament,
Gath'ring winter fuel. And the bitter weather.

3. In his master's steps he trod,
Where the snow lay dinted;
Heat was in the very sod
Which the saint had printed.
Therefore, Christian men, be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourself find blessing.
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I HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

for my dear friends George and Marian

Words : Henry H. Longfellow
Music : Colleen Muriel
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1. I  heard the bells on Christ - masday Their old fa-mi-li-ar ca-- rols play, And
2. I thought how,as the day had come, The bel - -- fries of all Chris - ten - dom Had
3.And in des-pair I bowed my head : "There is no peace on earth,"I said,"For
4.Yet pealed the bells more loud anddeep:"God is  not dead, nor doth He sleep ;The

5. Then ring - ing, sing -ing on its way, The world re-volved from night to day A
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wild and sweet the words re - peat Of — peace on earth, good wilf — tg men .

rolled a- long th'un - brok - en song Of — peace on earth, good will — to men.

hate is strong, and mocks the song Of — peace on earth, good will — to men.
wrong shall fail, the right pre - vail, With — peace on earth, good will — to men.
voice, a chime, a chant su - blime Of — peace on earth, good will — to men.
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1. Peace on earth, good will to men, — peace on earth, good will to men. will to men.
2. Peace on earth, good will to men, — peace on earth, good will to men. will to men.
3. Peace on earth, good will tp men, — peace on eqrth, good will to men." will to men."
4. Peace on earth, good will to men , — peace on egrth, good will to men." will to men."

5. Peace on earth, good will to men,— peace on earth, good will to men!  will to men!



I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day

(piano and voice)

Music: Colleen Muriel
(1997 and December 14 - 15, 2015)
Words: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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2 of 3 I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day

(piano and voice)

Music: Colleen Muriel
(1997 and December 14 - 15, 2015)

option 1 option 2

Words: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

will to men. wil to men Peace on earth,

good

I k—
| i1
T st LS ==
)
= | oL &= | =
EEEE= ome— e
— ¢/ 3 . ==
7]
0 v . T o
o —f e r e | | —
i y—— ___|‘ —_ ™ A Lo - Ca—
will to men Peace  on earth, good will to men.

= e =
-«
-

|
| W |
I | 4 I

1

)
] —— — R“ _"‘_"_’- “:'_.
% '1? | ] g P i ! i I
o =j_|f' &' o - e P ——
[ — "-:)./ S h'_/' )L — S — ;\.‘/
—ee e |,
Verse, 2

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along, the unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Chorus:
Peace on earth, good will to men
Peace on earth, good will to men

Peace on earth, good will to men
Peace on earth, good will to men

% Sing/play either option 1 or 2. Discretion of musicians.
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I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day 30of3

(piano and voice)

Verse: 3

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Chorus:
Verse: 4

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound, the carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Chorus:

Verse: 5

It was as if an earthquake rent

The hearth-stones of a continent,

And made forlorn, the households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Chorus:

Verse: 6

And in despair I bowed my head,;
"There is no peace on earth," I said
"For hate is strong and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"
Chorus:

Verse: 7

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail

With peace on earth, good-will to men."

Chorus:

© Colleen Muriel

Music: Colleen Muriel
(1997 and December 14 - 15, 2015)
Words: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Copyist: David Ian Foster



O Little Town of Bethlehem
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music: Colleen Muriel
words: Phillips Brooks
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hopes and fears

2. For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above

of

all

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondr'ing love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king,
And peace to men on earth!

4,

the__years Are

3. How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming;

But, in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
Oh come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

© Colleen Muriel
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Version 1 words: Phillips Brooks

slow and reflective music: Colleen Muriel
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

2 0f2 .
Version 1
words: Phillips Brooks
music: Colleen Muriel
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O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth!

How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in;
Be born in us today!

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Version 2 words: Phillips Brooks

slow and reflective music: Colleen Muriel
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Version 2

Cm (C-)

words: Phillips Brooks
music: Colleen Muriel
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O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King,

And peace to men on earth!

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
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Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in,

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in;

Be born in us today!

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!
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Once In Royal David's City

Music : Colleen Muriel
Text by Cecil F. Alexander
Adapted by Colleen Muriel
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1. Oncein roy - al Da- vid'scit -y stood a low - ly cat - tle shed,
2. He camedown to earthfrom heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3. And our eyes at  lastshall see him, throughhisown re - deem - ing love;
4. Not in that poor low-ly sta - ble, with the ox - en stand - ing by,
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where a moth - er laid  her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel - ter was a sta - ble, and his cra -dle was a stall;
Jor that child so  dear andgen - te is our Lord in heav'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav-en, set at God's right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth - er mild, Je -sus Christ,her lit - tle child
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our  Sav - ior holy.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place where he is gone.
there his chil -dren gath - er  'round, bright like stars, with glo - ry crowned.



Once in Royal David's City

music: Colleen Muriel
text: Cecil F. Alexander
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Once in Royal David's City

Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven

Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the needy, poor and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle

Is our Lord in heaven above;

And He leads his children on

To the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,

We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;
There His children gather round

Bright like stars, with glory crowned.

Cecil Francis Alexander (1818 - 1895)

© Colleen Muriel

music: Colleen Muriel
text: Cecil F. Alexander



WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED
THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

v

Words : Nahum Tate
Music : Colleen Muriel
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While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night

Words by Nahum Tate
Music by Colleen Muriel

1996-1997, October 17 — November 21, 2018
And May 29, 2019
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Words by Nahum Tate
Music by Colleen Muriel
1996-1997, October 17 — November 21, 2018
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